NEWS AND VIEWS
Letters to the Editor Dear Editor:
In reading the book reviews in the Fall issue, I was amazed by Shirley Smoyak's &dquo;surprise&dquo; that Snyder and Cheng would describe a client's desire to massage the nurse's hands and her statement that &dquo;professional nurses provide care for patients.&dquo; Being touched is no more empowering or beneficial to the immune system than touching. Relationship-centered care implies just that-a partnership, not an &dquo;MDeity&dquo; or &dquo;NDeity&dquo; assuming the role of healer. Gratitude is an attitude that promotes healing, and it seems to me that &dquo;providing care for patients&dquo; includes letting them take an active role in the therapeutic relationship. I have just received a copy of Complementary Health Practice Review and am delighted to have been introduced to this publication. As head of the Professional Practice Department of the Barbara Brennan School of Healing, it is my job to educate our students about how to establish and conduct professional healing practices. Our professional practice curriculum includes interfacing with the medical and healing communities, ethics, standards of practice, legal and financial considerations, documentation, self-care, referral networks, and the healing environment. We also have a CAM curriculum that &copy; 2001 Springer Publishing Company trains healers to work specifically with the medical professions and in-hospital medical and surgical settings. Your j ournal will be a wonderful tool for our students and graduates, helping them to feel a part of and to keep in touch with the larger alternative care community.
I enjoyed the range of articles, including professionalism, standards, ethics, and technical practice topics. Since I am also the editor of our newsletter, I will recommend the review to our students and graduates in the next issue. I am sorry I have not run across it before now.
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